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Citrus Fruits

variety by careful selection of budwood through several
bud generations. We know of no published data of scien-
tific experiments to determine this point and doubt very
much whether the grounds for this belief are sufficient.
It can do no possible harm to select only thornless bud-
wood for propagation, and where this happens to result
in the separation of pure-line mutants which vary in thorni-
ness much good may be done. On the other hand it is
difficult to conceive of how progress can be made by selec-
tion within the pure-line.
Flowers
Citrus flowers are large, showy, and fragrant, and are
borne in great profusion. They are mostly waxy white,
although in the lemon and citron the backs of the petals
are tinged with purple. The flowers are mostly perfect
or complete, consisting of a green calyx with three to five
lobes, subtending white petals, four to eight in number,
which are thick, fleshy, and covered with oil glands. The
stamens are numerous, twenty to sixty in number, their
filaments (stalks) being more or less united. The style
and stigma are large and conspicuous. The exudation of
white mucilage by the stigma is quite copious, as is also
the watery nectar in the base of the flower cup. The
pollen is golden yellow and is produced in abundance
except in certain varieties. The orange has flowers borne
in cymes on shoots of the current year's growth. In the
case of the lemon, kumquat, and others, the new growths
are sometimes so short (the leaves appearing as mere
bracts), that the flowers have the appearance of being
borne on old wood.